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"Melody Gee’s gorgeous poems offer both divine wounds and
delicious consolations. At the intersections of the familial and
the sacred, The Convert’s Heart is Good to Eat reminds us
that what is created is also consumed. Beautiful, sensory, and
aching, this collection reminds us that not all hungers are
mortal ones."

                     – Traci Brimhall, author of Our Lady of the Ruins
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THE CONVERT DESIRES HER WAY 
INTO A FIRST PRAYER

Her mother’s first lesson
was chew your wants and spit 

the pulp, grow skinny feeding 
everyone else your flesh.  

A heart’s cargo is sometimes oil, 
sometimes crude. A spill can undo 

the waterproof of any surface.
And still the diving birds must feed,

must point their beaks past the slick 
that seals the cornea to eternal blur.

Does the Lord ask her what she wants
when he already knows its name?
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